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SWEETWATER O SWEETWATER

,The youngest class of
betook 1tself to Avenger
neatness and dispateh on April 5th, in
& mass flight of PT's in a formation
sc looss it covered eight counties,
Girls of the 318th, in their sollitary
splendor of complets possession of the
post, sat on the fenece to watch them
land. 0dds were offered as to the
height and degree of bounce to be made
by each successive PT.

Swsetwater students are lodged 4n
barracks, Billetted i1s ths better des-
eription, for they sleep in baya. Six
beds, slx chairs, six two sectlion
lockars, two tables divided into four
parts, sach for community studying,

The chances of being lonsly are quite
remote; one even has a compsnion in
the shower,

There 1s a cantesn on the post, a
long bar at which one found milk shakes
and orange julece and all kinds of
notions. The girls foregather here an
hour after dinner. They slso have a
juke box which trips.

The demerit 1ist was a surprise to
43-W=-4 which left the comparatively
loosely Ikmit discipline of the 319th,
It is clalmed that dsnerits are issyed
for everything but breathing. Breath-
ing comess undsr the heading of Msteor-
ological Phenomena, however, 1t cannot
possibly compete with the breeze that
blows &t Avenger, The rumor that the
wind sock 1s made of heavy chain, and
flylng operations ars conducted until
the 1inks snap isnot without foundation,
The wind 1s quite a bit 1ike Houston's
but manages to be nore constantly con=-
stant. TLocal mod drains all four wayas
off the post, so shoes must be shined
nightly, and placed most particularly
under the bed - and such a well-mide

the 319th
Fle2ld with

fontinued on Page 4

INSIDE THE ENGINEERING OFPICE

Mest the men that keep our planes
in the alr and the Jobs they do...

Capt. Bustsr Rose, Engineering
Officer, was transferred to tha 319th
the beginning of April. A graduate
of the AAF Technical School at Chanute
Field, and in the army 15 years, he's
been statloned at Kelly Pield and with
the 24th AAFFTD at Ckmulgee, Okla.,
where he waspromoted to Captain in Dec.
1942, He spends 12 hoursa day heres
and he's subject to call during the
night too,

Under energetic Capt. Rose's supar-
vislon are the contractor's mainten-
ance men, mechanics, instrument special-
ists, radio spescielists, sngine meachanics
and line crew chiefs as well as ths army
trained inspectors.

And here's the kind of men they are,

D. B. Lamp, asslstant maintenance
supervisor, hes beesn keeping airplanes
lying since. the First World War, when
he installed squipment and repaired
planes at Kelly Field. Simce then,
he's been in overhaul work around Houston
simply because he loves airplanes, he
says, It was hls idea to hsve each man
working in maintenanéde go up in a plane
and be "wrung out" so each could under-
stand his Job's importance,

Then there's Driscol Bertillion, air-
craft englne specialist, who learned his
Job at Curtiss Wright Technical School of
Aeronantics &t Glendsle, Csl, plus four
years experience in army work on American,
South American and Alaskan engineas,

And George Leo~-an ex-engineering
division man with the Flying Tigers along
the Burma Rosd. He escaped capture by 60
Japs by mounting P-40 meachine guns on his
truck. “nd P, H. Loughmiller, head of
the instrument department, who learned
all the minute and exact work regquired,

Continued on page 14
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NOTE FROWM THZ EDITOR

The editorial WE cannot wvesry well
pack up ner dirty clothes and get
her hence without confesaing how
swelegant it's been to work wlth the
staff of the Fifinella Gazette.

The staff consists of the enklre
student body, which has contributed to,
put into print and subscribed to the
Gazette faithfully and gratifylngly.

Speciel thanks must go to Jean
Pearson, new editor, for all she has
done in supervising the news stories;
to Anne Baumgartnar and Isabel Fenton
for. apecial features; to Marion Hanrakan
Martha Wagenseil, and Betty Bachmanj; to
Betty Eames for the bang-up layouts;
to Cappy Vail for handllng the business
end of things so efficlently; to Captain
Kerr and Carol Fillmore for thelr eye fon
fashions, to Mary Lou Colbert for articls
auch a5 that on First Ald, to--well,--
to everybody for making the whole thing
possihle,

The editorial W& would be lylng 1in
our teeth 1f we did not say we were
glad to be getting at long last to the
actual flying job, but by that same
token, our editorial eyes wlll moisten
just a wee bitty at having to leavs
such a swell gang. Vhat you did made
the Gazetts possible, Thanksl

A Sincere Salute=--
Its for the E-alted

THY LONG AND THE SHORT OF IT

43-W-2 and 43-W-3 are going to
feel mighty proud on April 24th and
mighty lonely comes April 26th. The
long and the short of it 1s ~--
GRADUATION for 43-W-1l.

It 1s the graduation .of the famed
gulnea pigs, the long-awaited, once-
mourned day (remember March 15th?) =--
the day we knew would never dawn. It
1s not so long since we heard a certain
Senlor Woofted mutter something about
"72 rmore times to go" while she grunted
and groaned at callastheniecs. The 72-mor

-times have fled, and pretiy soon there

won't be any more 43-W-1's clambering
into AT's, or yelling because they can't
find thelr mail, or walking around in a
dzae¢ wondering WHEN someBODY was going
to TELL them SOMETHING about WHZRE
they'd BE and WHAT, after gnaduation,
Well, kids--pretty soon you'll lmow
all about it. Bat before you go, every-
body in the 315th would 1like to step”
up to every one of you and tell you
what a swell Job you've dons., Welyas
seen you sloggling away at it, weeks on
end with no time off; we've ssen the
circles come under your pretty brown
and blue eyes; the welght come on.and



FHUL MR CRESCKR PLLOTYS COOKPIT

411 kidding and soft-scaping aside.
the Check pilot's job 1is very, very
hard,

_ "For instance, 1t's not easy, says
Lt.shepherd, "to tell a girl sitting
up -front nervously, with tears stream-
ing Aown her face and lips quivering
that the ride she gave you wss ma bad
a8 she was afrald 1t was,"

"Nor 13 1t easy to put a Jittery
student at ease su she'!ll show you hep
best flying," Mr. Hateher says,

Besides imowing flylng ia snd out,
the Check Pllot has to understand what
the student 1s worrying about, he has
to analyze every movement she nakes and
then he has to add it 811 up at the end ]
of the ride and make the correct decis
aion.

“Apd no two students are alike," sayy
fchor.
"But it's a Job we're trained to do,'
Lt. Mosser says," and we have to set up
cerftain standards and stick to them, Of
course, it's hard to fall a student, but
after all if she can't correct a habit
1like holding bottom rudder close to the
ground maybe it's better we did,"

"What we look for," Mr, Hatcher says,
besides gensral coordination and tech-
nique are the 1ittls things that might
be dangerous. And vlanning=--which
means belng able to get the ship on the
45° leg when you want it to get there,"

It all seems to boll down to finding
ont 1f the student 1s the pilot of the
air-plane or the passenger.

L%, Shepherd says,"Fly the airplans
the way you want to fly 1t, dm't try
to please the Chock Pilot.” And ae
says he can tel) the dirference ocetween
just a pad day for a suvudent and hsoitw
ukl Danness.

“I'he Cnecw rilot goes up complstely
open-minded," says Mr, Hatcher," and he
lets the student leave impressions on 1t
s20, remembering all the time she's
under a strain. And he never looks up
grades beforehand.,"

. And here's zome adviece from Lt,
Shepherd. "Don't concentrate on just
one maneuver or one part of the job,
learn all about the =2irplane. And
remember, unless you're warned other-
wlse, you're having just a progress
checlk whileh 1s to check your instructor
a8 much as you." '
"But when 21l 1s said and done,"

Lt. Adler sums up, "Check Pilots are

just like anybody elss,.." and maybe

that's the best way to look 2t 1it,

My,

INTERVIEW
WITH

MR. HATCHER

¥hen Mr, Hatcher, Flight Commander of L3I-W-3,
¥as seked women pllotes were generslly apt-- s
or just generally apt to do anything, Mr. Hat-
cher replied thet we gale can fly as well as
any oale, the ressone belng we have the sbillty
ard we work harder at it or {ouote): - "we're

g little more eager.”

After that Interesting eplnion we should know
more about the personzble Flight Commander of
L3 w-3,

C. E. Hatcher (the C, E. ls for Cranlz Flmo)
claims 1911 and Eeeville, Texas &z the time
and plece for the first act of our story. He
went to school in Dayton, Texss, graduatlng
from high school there. The following two
yeare were snent At Texms A & M where he studled
Mechanlcal Englneering and played a lot of foot-
ball."But I couldn't tesch 'em anything so I got
out.” '

The oil fielde then ~laimed Mr, Hatcher until
1979 when he begen flying et Bay City. In re-
ply to the standard cuestion of "Whet made you
talke un aviatlion! Mr. Hatcher sald he had &l-
weys wanted to fly and was spending all his mon-
ey riding, so he bought en Aeronca and sterted
put., Bi1ll Lowry, from this field went to the
factory with him after the shlipn.

He gecured his orivate in 1941 end said, jok-
ingly, thet up to thet date he hadn't thought
a license necessary until he read CAR and found
out what they could do to you for breakisg the
pumeroig Tules and regulatisms. It was nst long
before Mr, Hetcher had earped hls commerclal and
inetructors retings. He then tausht two claseses
of CPT primary follewed by CPT secondary in =&
Waco UFF, In Nov.'W2, Mr, Hatcher came to Fifi-
nella Pleld for the refresher course. "Mach Me
7lain wes one of his classmates, He hae been
with the' 319th ever eince &nd horves to stay.
likes it !

The 319th hope he stays too, His love of fly-
ing end hls well known way of helplong students
who want to .learn.- together with hle genial
friendliness makes HMr. Hatcher our ldea of the
perfect ¥light Commander to check pilot. For
some final sdvice, and it will avoly not only
to cheek rides, but in general, he says,"l
don't like excuses or alibise, 1f you're wrong,
aimlt 1t and then do better.”

He




AIR BORNE TROCPS

Allied forcee have been achleving remark-
able guccese with dropping of troops and
equipment behind enemy lines. This egulipment
fncludes miniature bulldozers, Jjesps, and rosad
scrapers 8ll sgo emall as to remind one of
children's toys. Theee pleces of machinery
and the men are dropoed from the baye of trene-
ports such as the C-47 or C-50 orm more recently
the larger C-70 eeriea. Men gre tralmed to do
their speclal jobe qulekly and efflclently, thel
gafe raturn to home beee depende upon thelr ab-
111ty to do the Job well. Their danger lg not
g0 much death as it is caonture - scmetimes woree
then death. For instance, an air horne engi-
neering group will be dropped behlnd the linss
wlith o 5 day ration supply and proceed to bulld
an alrdrome in a jungle where formerly elephsnts
and monkeys held forth. The five day trensfor-
mation lncludee flele, runweye, maintenance hute
and cemouflage whlch blends with the surrounding
country; all thle within a time limit and under
the constant tension of enemy obeervers. The
sreat reward for such fast, exheusting work comes
# few daye later when rosring Fortresses and
Fleet Fighters land eafely iz the little town
ereated by the alr bese engineers.

FUTURE OF FIFINELLA INSIGNIA
AND GAZETTE

Within s matter of weeks the 319th
will be no more, Its present members,
such as have not gfadusted, will join
the thriving 318th at Sweatwater,

The matter of the Fifinella emblem
of the 315th was taken up with a number
of them Gremlins on Fifinella Field, and
after due consultation it was dscided
that the emblem would remain with the
519th ontil its demise, after which,
Walt Disney concurring, the smblem
would transfer to the 31B8th.

In this way it will be possible to
contlnue with present plans to produce
stationery and sleeve smblams both for
the 319th and the 31Bth. It 1s anti-
clpated that stationery will be ready
by April 25th, and there is a possibility
that the embroidered emblems may follow
shortly thereaftsr,

The Gazettes will continue under the
able sditorship of Jean Pearson, and
%111 in all probability continus to be
publishad when sll students have trans-

Engineering

in two years practical experlence and stucdy
And Francis #. Chaney and R. B.Wllllamsor,
heads of radie repair and rebullding, who
have each worked about a cdozen years 1n
radio. >

Finally the line crew chiefs--"Tnibe

1nd Bessegnt., White has 10,000 hours

of taxling alreraft, 'all -Winds, snd one
hour In the pir. Bessent, an electrical
engzlneer, was & flylng member of the CAP
In 3an Diego before he accompanied his
319th wife, Clarice, to Houston.

Here are just some of the "things Capt.
Rose and his Engineering Office staff
are responsible for.

Being positive that every airplane is
gafe to fly. Keeping records on planes
and englnes, Seeing theytre up to-date
accordlng to tech orders. Inspecting the
Post-=for fire hazards, for safety under
all conditions, inspscting everything
from lending flelds and hangars o
parachutes and the last tool used on
the plsnes,

And blggest headaches ars accldent
records-- of the smallesat damages--and
Form 1 and 1A. The information from
Form 1 and 14 is sent to about a dozen
different places, so you can ses what
you're holding up when -you £111 it out
wrong.

These are the men and the jJobs re-
quired to keep us flylng....

Sweatwater

bed] done by the Individual trainee by
rule of thumb, and by rule of rules,
Lint from the beds, and sand drifting
and wafting, are mopped by sdald trainee.
What prics the Lilly Belles and 3usie
Maes of Houston?

Oh, yes, those fetching green cover-
2lls we saw in the C,E, office - they
fade and droop on all comers, There
are nightly bed chacks, Just to see
that. after lights out at ten the
girlas are all ssleep. The nulsance
value of using & flashlight to spot
each sleeping beauty is complete,
the pgirls waken and serenade the bed
checker. The idea 1s cetching. This
quiet but dirty wake 'em up msthod 1
akin to the pesbbles of Motor Inn
glving off the erunching fobttateps of
the sleepy C.Q.

The 313th eveacuses cauaed conster-
nation at Sweetwater, They landed in
1mpressive sequencs and did not bouncs.

Farred to Sw=etwatapr,

Very lmpressive compleation to a muss
crosd counbry,



AIRCRAFT
IDENTIFICATION

NAavYy B BFrz
BT 13 (Army Trainer)

¥inge - low, slight dihedral, tapered .

Engine - single, redial, well in front of wings
Teil - heavy, below rudder, no cut-out

Fugelage - round, triple cockpit glezing
Lending Geer - fixed

Badder - tall, thin, rounded top

Hose - blunt

P LU (Wavy Fighter)

Wings - low, negative outer panels ewent back
and tapered

Pngine - eingle, large radial

Teil - thin, sweptback and tapered

Fugelage - well stremlined from heavy motor

Lending Gear - fully retractable

Rudder - falirly tall rounded top

Noge - blunt, heavy

Focke-Wulf 190 (Germen Purenit)

Winge - low, flat, elightly swevtback and ah&arp-
ly tapered

Engine - siggle, radial with soinner

Tall - sweptback end sweptback in front of
rudder

Puselage - wery streamlined

Landing Gesr - retractable

Budder - sweptback sllightly rounded

Hase - blunt

—_—

Always assume the other fs
zoing tc do the wrong fthing
nine timesa out of tan Tonll

rizht.

BUS DRIVERS STORY

We have three remariceble bue drivers, They
don't mind the long, lrregular houre snd they
get a blg bang out of the girle.

George Threeh Joined the rank sand flle on
Dee, 15th, he ie better kmown as Tex, likes
it &1l "0.K." In fact, he prefers girl pas-
eangeTs but refralne from steting why. He
objects not too muich to the irregolar hours
becanse gpuoth he, a Job le a Job, snd thls one
is interesting. Hie fevorite trich when calling
for the girle esch morning, 1le to sit nonchalent.
Iy racing the motor while girls dash madly for
the supnoeedly deperting bus. A few minutes
leter a cool and collected George wulle away
from the cwrh, hampered by nary a streggler.

Jan, 12 saw Dave Burks on the scene. He too
enjoys his work, First of all he. likes driving
the blg busses which, of course, ls right down
hie alley, and the glrls are as nice &s he hes
ever gpeen. Dave egays the girle are fitting
marvellouely into the calisthentics and Army
1ife. The buzzer on the busses used to be
annoylng*hut now everyone knowe one buge
effects & ston, and two & start. Deve's big-
gest "grive" is the girl's not getting on the
ground on time in the evenlng, and his great-
apt thrill wes watching the fourth class lend
at Sweetwater.

E. H, Williams is the letest menber of the
bue drivers, He arrived in mid March, At
the time of this writing be wee wes the most
elusive person on fifinella Fleld.

The drivers collect the girle st the various
courts so they may keep thelr appointmente-on
the field, Without gquestion, we couldn't do
without them,

HANGAR FLYING

The laet ieseue of the Fifinella Gazette
referred tc the inestimafde Lt. Fleishman
as a "yisiting fireman®, 1t can now be stated
that Lt, Fleishman is here to stay and legal-
ly, too. He has been mppointed Tactiecal
Officer, Speclal Services Officer mnd Physical
Educatlion Director, which should be enoush to
hold him down for awhile,

Everyone will be happy to kmow that Miss Hays,
cur Chief Establishment Offlicer, Le recuperatin;
very nlcely, thank you. 5he 1s at her homs in
Fort Worth, forgetting the emergency appen-
dectomy which -.surprised her last
month.

How that %3-¥-U4 {s gone it seems unduly guist
sround khis here Fifinella Field grounéa, btwt
at leaast one membdar of the Fazous Uth iz left
evan 1f the methed cf staging attached to thse
FL9th wam slightly treathtaking., Conzratulatlie:
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Carelessly on her chute ehe daes‘fjﬁh,

J C;_)_\ If her:instructer xnew held have & fit.
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. Dadected and tlred faorgetlng her chute,
Thete strewed out behind her,

\ \ : She den't glve a HOOT!




DO You THINK WE'LL KAVE LIVER FDR DINNER!




FIFINELLA FASHIONS
A Short Short Story --

Since Spring Has Come

Strip teasers are not confined to the realm
of the stage nor to the ranks of the WAAS, Upon
casual observation the zirls of the never-

faltering 319th may be seen scudding around the
paseball dlamond, or making tracks on the drill

Dorothy Young dbrings back a touch of child-

hood via her romper type shorts, But take it
from us, Dotty's a BEEG girl now, ZEmily
Hiester, in her Honolulu creation, brings
Eagter cheer when she dons her Peter Wabdbit
sult, And then you take Trotman: she has
slaved in the sun tc acquire & tan to blend
with the yaller of her "memature slacks, '

A few hardy souls have selected a bathing
sult number from which their shapely limbs
protrude, hie type of attire ie more or
less indifferent to the whims of the individual
figures, for after the draw strings have been
tightened, the wearer hss little or no
control over the way she fills out the places
the sult offers for that purpose,

The "calamity short" has a very interesting
aistory, but little else, girls and boys,
tittle else] It seems that one cold, dense
norn a certain 43-W-3'er cutie stumbled out
of bed, In her chilled state, she flung her
favorite slacks over a chair near the fire,
in fact, -- in the fire, Yes, they burned,
and 80 did the gal -- but the calamity of it
all is thet the slacks did not burn completely,
The part that is left comprises the "calamity
shorte," Theh terminate somewhere in the
vicinity of the knee, Theh started a fad,

The culotte fancy is one we could do without
“elieve us, We hope they suffer the pame
‘2te ps the buffalo, However, at present
«Titing, they arb quite definitely rising
to new heights, If we let the Army set the

ace on the short circuit, the subject of

ur shorte will soon becoming shocking,

The criss-crossing tracxs on our
navigation charts have led at least
one person to feel like the malcon-
tented bird who complained: "North in
Summer! South in winter! Why don't we
gver go east or west?" Ah - for the
dust of Yoakumeess

Seems one night flying student,
weary with 1t all; wanted to "just
lie down and get rid of this pain.,"
Which 1s no way to talk about her in-
structor.

And, of course, you've heard about
the 43-W-2'er who dashed home from
church of a Sunday just in time to find
the airport bus about to leave for the
field. She prevailed on the driver to
walt, scrammed hurriedly into ner room,
peeled down to her socks, and spent five
minutes trying to locate her slacks -
only to suddenly realize she wasn't in
her own room at alll

And we still think the Hailsiest
Malsie 1s the one who wrote on Form
1-A "Plane refuses to conform to
traffic pattern',.

NIGHT FLIGHT ITEM: (Student, con-
cen¥®rating on left hand needle-width
turn, glances right for first time,
Sees long blue flame roaring from ship.

Student: My Godl ‘e're on FIRE!!}
Instructor: Great snakes]
Tower: Lower Three! Lower Three!

REPEAT PLEASE,
ALL TRAFFIC!

REPUEAT PLZASE! CLEAR
COMli IN FOR IMMEDIATE

LANDING.
Student: Oh - uh - 1t's just a blue
flame. I

Instructor: Well, for Pete's sakel
It's just the exhaust, you dope.
Tower (In feeble voice): Who's a
dope?

And how do you like those round
robindping pong games, with umpsteen
players, Have you noticed how they
fall to their lmees to rest, but keep
in the spirit of the thing by blowing
the ball around?

Advice our Mothers gave'us cesn
"Promise me you!ll always fly
low and slow, dear"”

"Remember, daughter, do keep
your wings level when you
make a turn.,"



